EVENT REPORT

A New Era for the
European Renovation Wave:
Sharing Perspectives

Date: March 20, 2024

Location: The Thon Hotel EU, Brussels, Belgium

Organisers: Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate and Energy,
Covenant of Mayors Europe, C40 Cities and Renovate Europe
Attendees: Around 75
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Through initiatives such as the Cities Energy Saving Sprint, launched by
the Covenant of Mayors-Europe, the European Committee of the Regions
and the European Commission and the C40 Energy Crisis Emergency
Plan, European mayors have highlighted the cities’ role in delivering and
harnessing the benefits of fossil fuel-free and energy efficient buildings
as part of the just transition. They also called for action to maximise the
potential of deep renovations, which can improve energy efficiency and
security, lower energy bills, increase renewables uptake, create green jobs
and improve residents’ quality of life.

Ahead of the European elections, this event brought together mayors,
deputy mayors, business associations, EU policy makers and key
stakeholders to take stock of the progress so far and discuss challenges
and opportunities for the future regarding building renovations, following
also the update of the European climate and energy legislation.

This event was a great opportunity to build the momentum for the key role
of cities in implementing EU and national policies. Furthermore, it provided
the space for Brussels based stakeholders to have a forward looking
discussion with an embedded local perspective on how to deliver building
renovations on the ground. It also brought cities and business stakeholders
together to exchange on their experiences regarding the importance of
cooperation and partnerships.

Welcoming remarks

Benjamin Jance, Head of Research and Innovation at Global Covenant of
Mayors for Climate & Energy (GCoM) welcomed everyone and outlined the
objectives of the event.

Keynote remarks

Brian Motherway, Head of the Office of Energy Efficiency and Inclusive
Transitions at the International Energy Agency set the scene strategically for
the panel discussions through his keynote remarks

Panel discussions
Two panel discussions took place. You can find the agenda of the event with
the speakers per panel here.

Panel 1 - What comes next for building renovations in Europe
and the role of the cities

This high-level panel discussion took stock of progress so far, the
new rules deriving from the updated European policy framework at
national and local level as well as existing challenges for mobilising
private financing for energy efficiency projects at the national and
local level. It was emphasised that cities and local authorities

have a close connection to their residents and a key role to play in
building trust. This is very important for scaling up renovations and
the deployment of renewable energy, ensuring that the benefits are
delivered to people, as the energy transition will not be successful
without their support. For that, it is important to have a holistic
approach which does not only look at energy related issues.
Implementation is a challenge but the updated EU policy framework
offers opportunities for multilevel dialogues and the involvement of
local authorities. Finally, stability of the policy framework, a proper

identification of investment needs as well as continuing exploring
different ways for easier access to financing for the cities, developing
new business models and striking a balance between public and
private financing are some of the key points that were highlighted
during the discussion on financing.

Panel 2 - Enhancing cooperation between cities and stakehold-
ers to boost local action on buildings

This high-level panel discussion addressed issues such as how to
enhance cooperation to accelerate local efforts to renovate and
decarbonise their building stock, supporting the most vulnerable
in the process. Cities and local authorities were repeatedly praised
for their innovation and pioneering building decarbonization and
respective projects, but it was also underscored that there is a gap
in the support that would help cities scale up this work to the level
needed to meet national and EU targets. Stability, predictability,
identifying local needs were some of the elements noted as
important to help develop better business models. Furthermore,
continuing to share best practices, partnerships and involvement
of all relevant stakeholders were highlighted as vital to co-create
effective policies/programmes/projects and boost cooperation.

Concluding remarks

Adrian Joyce, Campaign Director of Renovate Europe wrapped up the event

by providing a comprehensive summary of the discussions.


https://eu-mayors.ec.europa.eu/en/cities-energy-saving-sprint
https://www.c40.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/C40-Mayors-Emergency-Plan-to-Tackle-the-European-Energy-Crisis-and-Protect-Residents.pdf
https://www.c40.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/C40-Mayors-Emergency-Plan-to-Tackle-the-European-Energy-Crisis-and-Protect-Residents.pdf
https://www.renovate-europe.eu/tag/renovation-wave/
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Nina Neumann, Team leader,
Legislative Development and Enforcement,
DG ENER, European Commission
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Peter Dermol,
Mayor of Velenje, Slovenia
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Walburga Hemetsberger,

Andrea Tobia Zevi, CEO, Solar Power Europe

Deputy Mayor of Rome for Heritage & Housing
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Britt Berghs,

project coordinator ‘Linkeroever (Left Bank)’ ' ' o
Climate Neutral 2030 for the city of Antwerp o : ’

COO & Deputy CEO, Knauf Insulation
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Adrian Joyce,
Renovate Europe’s Campaign Director

Julien Dijol,
Director of Policy, Housing Europe




Cities and buildings critical to
a fair energy transition

Cities are
responsible for

about 75% of

all global energy
consumption.

154

of Europeans

39«

of energy related

live in urban EU greenhouse gas
areas emissions comes
from the building
sector
Nearly

10..

of people in the EU
struggled to keep
their homes warm
in 2022 due to high
energy prices and
the cost of living
crisis

Examples on how cities
are delivering

More than

90,

of actions in EU
Covenant energy
and climate action
plans target
buildings

Greenhouse Gas Emissions - EEA

Buildings untapped potential Renovating buildings brings

benefits to people

GHG emissions per sector in EU Covenant signatory cities
C40 analysis shows that in EU C40 cities:

investing €1 million in
About 1 5
%

13%

To

[ Residential buildings

m Tertiary (non municipal)
buildings, equipment/facilities

m Municipal buildings,
equipment/facilities

residential solar panels
could create over 4 times
more jobs than investing
in new fossil gas plants

building renovations and
MORE JOBS

4

4
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Y of EU buildings are
I energy inefficient

Transportation

32%
o Indusy Additional benefits of sustainable

buildings include:

B Waste/wastewater EU deep renovation rate is less than 1%

each year, while at least 3% is needed

1o

Other

Buildings are a large GHG emission source in cities

Relief, energy advice and renovations

BARCELONA
SPAIN

Energy assessment in
energy poor households

VIENNA
AUSTRIA

A building renovation
wave in Vienna

Sources Urban-rural Europe- Eurostat
Covenant of Mayors- Case Studies ~ Covenant of Mayors: forthcoming assessment -JRC
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% Public-private

Energy Poverty - European Commission
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GERMANY

Future-proof
building stock

partnership for large

scale retrofits

Cities Untapped - C40 The cost of fossil gas - C40
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Reduced energy
poverty
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Better mental health
with natural light
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Improved learning
in schools

8

Reduced asthma in
dry homes
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Clean air

Reduced health risk
from extreme heat
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Less indoor
noise pollution

(1)
Warmer homes,
fewer winter deaths

K

Increased
productivity

Phasing out fossil fuels and increasing renewables

AMSTERDAM
NETHERLANDS

Fossil gas free
neighbourhoods

MILAN
ITALY

Photovoltaic panels
in public buildings
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Co-funded by
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Heat pumps in low

income households
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